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WINTER TWIGS 


OF DECIDUOUS TREES 


By Douglas M. Davies 

After autumn leaf fall, the trees .look stark, stiff and lifeless. But at the 
tip of each twig, and often along its length, are buds—within which are leaves and 
flowers in miniature, hidden in a protective waterproof sheath from the rigours of 
winter. If autumn is unusually wo.rjn and moist, some buds begin to swell a little. 

Usually they await the warm spring rains and the upward flow of sap in the tree to 
unfold and expand them, • • • 


It is more difficult to recognize a tree in winter without its leaves or 
flowers. Although we can use the bark and the shape of the tr ee for identification 
another challenging study 1- that of learning the differences in the twigs (fig. l)! 
No two kinds of trees have twigs exactly alike, and many of them have Vr'.eg as diff- 

^ ‘ ° different sizes of twigs at once draw our attention 

The Hackeries, Butternuts arid walnuts are only medium-.-sized trees and the Sumach is 
little more than a large-sized bush and yet all these carry stout, heavy twigs much 
larger than those of the stately Elm or the tq.ll, graceful Crack Willow. The size 
of a tree has nothing to do with the size of its twigs. " ' ' 

A good woodsman can identify a single twig as readily as most of us can name 
he commoner trees on sight in the summer. The Beech twig is smooth, slender, 
shiny and graceful with long, sharply-pointed buds, bright brown in colour. The 
Staghorn Sumach is-a short, stout, very hairy stick,with mere knobs of buds, Most 
twigs are stra..Nit, but a few, like the Elm, Sycamore, Wild Plum, Birches and 
Basswood, are i,ig-zag with buds at each angle. 

• , .* ' i • • • 

• BU u S m ^ be naked as in the Wttch Hazel,and Bittemut Hickory; have one scale 
ff. “ ? he rtl :,' WSj S y camo " e and to&gnblia; have two scales showing in the bud as in 

fu*, and BaS£Wood d havc threo scales showing, as. in the Sweet Chestnut or more 
han three scales shewing as in Beech, Elm, Birch and Aspen. Buds may be opposite 

as in the Horse Chestnut, Flowering Dogwood, Maple and Ash but in most other trees 
the buds are arranged altornately,. In the Flowering.Dogwood the scales meet at the 
o lge while in the Maple arid Ash :thp scales are,overlapping. Some buds are large, 

as for instance, the Horse Chestnut. In contrast is the Beech with 
extremely long, narrow buds. 
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Here is a simple key to help in characterizing different tree twigs: 

(A) Buds opposite. 

(B) Buds and leaf scars large (g to 1" or more) blunt, oval - HORSE CHESTNUT 

(B) Buds small (^" or less). 

• , 

(C) Scales meeting at edges, flower bud on end of twig like a silver- 

gray shoe button with 4 scales - FLOWERING DOGWOOD 

(C) Scales overlapping • . 


(D) Buds oval those at end of twig in threes with the middle 
one much longer. Leaf scars narrow, triangular with 3 

. dots - ' • - 1 ' - MAPLE 


(D) 


Buds fatter, dark brown. Buds at end of twig close together, 
making a fancy design. Leaf scars shield shape, or almost 
circular, with many dots forming a horseshoe - ASH 


(A) Buds alternate. 

• • ; > ■ ■ ■. 

• • • K • • 

\ ' 

; (B) 


.».... 


/ . 

‘ Ml ; 


. i >• 




i ! » . » 


* i * 

With catkins. Bark smooth^ or papery and curly — 

. k . »*. 

Without catkins* Bark not pa.pery or curly* 

(c) Buds usually clustered toward tip of twig - OAK 

(| 1 m * • 

(C) Buds not usually clustered towards tip of twig, 

• • , • * , • 

A . (P) With distinctive twigs. 

-**• * < • • * I 

1- Twigs green with spicy taste - ' 


BIRCH 


SASSAFRAS 

*,•*'*’ . 

2. Older twigs with corky ridges and wings. Buds 

mahogany b rown, shiny - SWEET GUM 

t . I - . •* 

• 3« -Twigs .with bitter taste like cherry pits, 

(Young bark smooth like birch) — CHERRY 


4. Young twigs red above, green beneath - 


PEACH. 


(D) Without distinctive twigs. 

• t 

(E.)- No scales on buds*- . 

. . , { * 

# ’. • t % • ’ * * , / 

,1...Twigs moderately . stout,. glossy, somewhat 
■ hairy, greenish to gray-brown. Tiny folded ; . 
leaves 'of g» terminal buds sulphur yellow - 

BITTERNUT ■ HICKORY 1 
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Twigs slender, somewhat downy, orange-brown. 

Terminal biid stalked, slender, often curved, 

1/5-2 " long, brown covered with yellowish 
brown hair. Lateral buds smaller but similar 

WITCH HAZEL 


One scale showing on buds. 

1. End bud big, sometimes 1" long, oval, 

haixy - ; . MAGNOLIA- 

2 . Budd like light brown conical hats. 

Leaf scar makes a narrow circle around 

base of bud - . • SYCAMORE 

» 

3. Buds red to dark brown pressed aga inst 

twig - ' WILLOW 

(F) Two scales showing on bud. 

»•. * * 

1. Little round buds set into top of ■ 
big, oval leaf scar. About 9 dots 

• ' • t 

just inside edge of leaf scar - AIL'^TBUS 

2. Green or red scales, one of which 

bulges, making bud lopsided - BASSWOOD ■ 

r, " • • 

3‘ End bud fat, wide oval. Scales softy 
light gray or tan (Note: the tough 
outside scales fall off early) - MOCKERNUT 

HICKORY ' ' 

. .or PIGNUT HICKORY 

(G) Three scales showing on bud. 

Buds smooth, oval, brown. Pith- , 
star-shaped in cross-section - SWEET CHESTNUT 



More than 3 


scales showing-.-cn bud,/- 





Inner scales soft gray. Outer 
scales with long points - SHAGBARK 


Light brown, 
of all buds. 


HICKORY 

Longest, sharpest 
(Often 3/4" long) 


■ BEECH . . 


3» About 6 scales arranged, in two 

vertical rows. Bud usually tipped 
and on one side of the leaf scar 

. . - ELM 
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- 4* sharp buds often shiny as though 

vamishddi'Snd-pressed close to twig, 

•• Pith star-shaped in cross-section - 

* i , 

• " . * « i 

' (POPLAR) ASPEN 

5-> Blunt, woolly, so. that scales may not 
show clearly. Squatty tree. Trunk 
often leaning. - APPLE 

i * * * 

• ** 

Quite apart from size and appearance, some twigs have their own personalities, 
so to speak. The Balsam Poplar, as spring approaches, unfolds its brown sticky 
bud and perfumes the °ir with a'delightful piney .aroma. Many of us can recall 
outdoor rambles when vie chewed a sprig of Sassafras revelling in its clean, spicy 
flavour ora Basswood.bud with its sweet, gelatinous taste. The Cherry twigs are 
recognized by their bitter taste like cherry pits, and., some of us have used the 
bank of young uwigs to separate the White and Yellow Birch, the latter having a 
strong flavour of wintergreen. 

Jhe winter woods are more inviting wnen we know the trees along the trail, and 
even more, when we appreciate that one of nature's miracles is hidden within each 
of the buds on every side.; Month after month, through the coldest weather, when 
temperatures drop far below zero-and when ops would wonder what could withstand 
such frost, the germ of life still survives until milder days of spring awake all 
dormant life. It is then that the buds of the gnarled, homely Walnut or the shiny 
fragrant Poplar, the-rigidly stiff Oak or the swaying strands of the Willows and 
Birches, all unfold and. develop into the leaves that we know so well. Nor is this 
all. Wrapt up in that bud, in its innermost recess, is that mysterious something 
which in time becomes the blossom, the catkin, the' winged seed, the nut, the beriy, 
or the gourd, according to the species 'of tree.- . 
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and now you know* 


The Porcupine, E rethyz o n ' do rrat urn, have their offspring 
16 weeks.after mating, in March-: By"the third summer the young 
porcupine becomes an adult. They feed exclusively on plants, 
favouring salty substances, and evergreen foliage. They do 
not hibernate. 





0 
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HE CHEDQKE EXPRESS 'W A Y 


. By John Lamoureux . ........ 

'J.’o the driver of the modern gas-buggy the benefits of this new artery are 
obvious^ This high speed, divided highway connecting Freeman in Burlington to 
.Duff's Comers ip ; Ancaster, will mean the alleviation of the 9i00 feifnj and ■ 

5:00 p*m». delays and frustrations: " "v- 

, • • * • . . * * ’ .** * • * * * 

.The biologist. or. the naturalist will sympathise with the engineer in his. 
problems to maimitain highway standards, in the face of many topographical and 
structural problems. Because after all the naturalist needs'roads to enjoy his 

hobbies#. whether they be bird migration study, plant collection or insect, obser¬ 
vation, . : ' ", • .' 

There is always a measure of resentment among nature lovers when a large; 
construction project is initiated. There is a feeling that engineers care;little 
for the Biotic world, . The • hydraulic engineer builds a power dam which floods 
out a .marsh or perhaps; a. heronry, The engineer in charge of a housing"develop¬ 
ment ruthlessly disposes of woodland thicket and field alike. The highway 
engineer, lays down mile, after mile of road across good farmland, pine woodland , 
or orchard and has been, known to prefer building highways on parkland rather then 
on buy and demolish slum areas, Even in our modem Conservation Authorities, the 
engineer is king, Water storage areas are built, river diversions' are constructed 
and conservation areas are opened to public recreation with minimum regard, for the 

the biologist. Thus projects begun in the name of conservation are . 
little .more than playgrounds or swimming beach development , 

' . . * * ' . . * i 

• r t ••»;* ,• >. • i • * ^ ' • ' , 

how^wip, the..intrusion of the Qhedoke Expressway affect the land, the animals 
and the^birde of our area? Between Freeman and Wolfe Island the highway will not 
the landscape to any extent since it parallels the Canadian National Railway 
which has been a barrier for so long that it almost seems natural rather than 
artificial. From Wolfe Island to its western terminus the new road will have a 
profound affect on landforms which are so familiar to us all. The hills and the 
woods of the St* Joseph's Nunnery which border the pond behind the Rock Garden 
will undergo a complete change, Mercer'sGlen on the Marsh side of the Canadian 
National Railway fill which was rather attractive with its lily pads, will be 
xilled with silt pumped from the Marsh bottom. The Royal Botanical Gardens' 

Lilac Garden will be obliterated, as will Long wood Road between the traffic 

circle and Princess Point. ... 

* * • • • » . 

* • • - i . \ 

. . * , , t / • 

The Gooses Paradise Marsh will not be materially changed except for the eastern 
shoreline* Quite by accident the Marsh has a. built-in protective agent* In several 
plages there are no solid strata# until a depth of 90 feet below bottle level is 

fJlTu highway needs a solid footing and therefore it oust keep to the ButfU 
ington Heights gravel bar as awgh as possible, ■ 


>el 


dgroos Uie west ond dump the road will enter the Valley of the Chedoka 

, w .*ore Pn®5 under the MoKittrick Bridge, cloverleaf at Main Street* 

Jo unoew the Longwood Road Bridge, across Ainslies Woods and a part of Chedok® Golf 
Qourse* The new rood will mount the Escarpment at the back of the White £hapel ’ 
Gpmetejy where a wide cut will be made in the limestone. Once up on top, the high¬ 
way will greate a considerable barrier in the Ancaster area and west to Duff's ftomesk 
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From the foregoing it can be seen that the Expressway will bring about drastic 
changes in the landscape, of what v/e consider the north-western part of the City of 

Hamilton. It will replace a number of memorable natural areas for two ribbons of 
asphalt and three of grass. v 

• i , • 0 ‘ • i 

' ’ * * • ' • * • . r 

. * • * ... * 

To the best of ny knowledge the new road : will not but over any major’deer 
crossing a r P.&s.such as 102 Highway does. It will'restrict their movemnets somewhat 
however near Hendrie Valley, Afnslie Wood and ’parts of Ancaster Township. Fox and 
raccoon will be affected to some extent. There 'will no doubt be an unfortunate toll 
of rabbits and .muskrats killed where the road approaches their chosen habitat. It is 
difficult ,to assess the effect of the highway on small mammals and reptiles* 

. .Inasmuch as a great deal of bush and grassland will be affected,, birds .which 

normally rest or feed in these environmental-areas will be dispossessed. Scavengers 

such as crows will find considerable food in the .unfortunate victims of the- rubber’' 
tire o ..... ... ’. ■ • 


T. . .1. 


- r 


It.has been suggested that..the Department of Highways.could plant fruiting 
shrubs and trees along the right-of-way that would serve to attract, birds.' On•the 
surface this, seems a good idea, 'but these same shrub's, would attract .animals as' v 
^ m^ny. of ..these could become casualties.-' A'simple grassed right-of-way'- 
f ,buffer 70ne betwee n the pavement and the cover behind the fence 

line. Certainly some.research along these-lines is’indicated. 

‘ * 4 •* %•••..»’ . 

* # . t »' t . • f • * , . , * Af ** , • 

:• J ;• j . . . . • • ' • • 1 . , . • • •• , • •" • i * . ‘ 

,bhe new Chedoke Expressway will •■have a beneficial-effect on" the 0 
traffic p.robl,em8 at the western entrance to the city. This is good,-It will' also 

JrMli f Pr nJ°+^ d effect ' ^ the land, and will present, a variety of problems for the 
wildlife of the area. The former.is counted as progress, the. latter ie the price 

WO pay. rpm^our : .natural heritage for the sake of speed. May we : somehow-'keep a 
balanced! ledger,;' ■ ' 1 ; . ,. .. . . , . ..“.... • • 




•JHHHH:- ■ -JHBBfrt -JHHBHS- 


»* -r. 

. « 


• :v ! ■ R 0 V IN G 'RE : P OR TER . . . ' ' 

.. * .... 1 '■ 1 . - " 1 . 1 ’ .i 1 1 i 

" * * * *'■ * *, . *• * . . ’ . , ... .,/• • ‘ ■ j. '* •’ 

■ A. letter --from Mr, Leslie G-rey of Lachine., wuebec reveals 
.,.some very interesting information for naturalists in this area. 
During the summer and fall of 1959, Mr. Grey banded ducks in the 
Dundas Marsh, with the aid of duck-banding traps. This project 
, was;supported by the Royal Botanical Gardens.' ... . 

. . . . .. . i •• • ’ . . *• .•. ’ 

, * *..*••••**. * • « « • 

« 4 ' 1 ^ t *,..»% » • ( \ j 

.....Listed- are. two .reports that have been received: 

• * " * • •. f • • 


l. . 


/ i • . » 


• * * * - ' . . * • . # ‘ • < • * *• . • V w. . . • • 

505-55406 Blue-winged Teal - banded in.the Dundas :Marsh on 
July 26, 1959 'was "captured" on February 1, I960 near 
•: the coastal village of ' Caracol, Haiti. : ■ . 

.. 505—55411 Blue—winged Peal — banded in the. Dundas Marsh on 
.: . September 27, 1959 was shot in March I960, at Los Palacios. 
Pinar del Rio; Cuba. . V 

Contributed by Alice Lamoureux. 
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THE SIGNPOST ' .: -. 

/ / 

D 1 * 

i; ' ‘ '■ ’■'.VV' "r .<•',' Y.OUR DATELINE TO PLAN AHEAD 

. . U- ’ ,-y " 1 1 —■ — - ■■ ■ ■ ■ — ■ ■ — — ■ - ■ 

Our scheduled aotlvities below for the April period and on 
into the spring reflect much of the hustle and bustle of the 
approaching new season. With this roster of events you will be 
able to set the theme for your spring plans,—watch the North 
..Shore Marsh migration, see the geese'and'ducks at Oak Orchard 
Swamp and figure your finances for an exciting bus trip to Long 
Point and the long holiday weekend.iin May at Ryerson Beach Camp. 

For your spring-planning, we present:. 

FIELD EVENTS 



Sunday. April .9th T 1961 - OAK ORCHARD SWAMP 


Accustomed as most of us are to seeing our geese and ducks in small groups, 
this trip to Oak Orchard Swamp in New York with its geese and ducks in the thou¬ 
sands will be An almost incredible sight# It will he a long day, so bring lots 
of lunch , If you don't drive make sure of your transportation. Check! 

YOUR SIGNPOST : Time; 7.00 A. M, 

Place;•- Qttawa and Main streets. 

• - . Leader; Jim Bums ''(LX„ 4»5554) ♦ 


r 


1 . 


Sunday, April 23rd, 1961 


/V /V /V 





NORTH,SHORE JAUNT 



Migration time! On the North Shore of the Marsh and the Bay you will have 
the most expert leadership with Dave Powell'on a day that may be confusing by the 
very multiplicity of species*. Bring a lunch , J... 


YOUR SIGNPOST; 


.Time: 9,00 A* M, 

Place; High Level Bridge. 

Leader; Dave Powell (NE. 4»5045). 


•JHHS- 


OO ' 


Hfr 


•JBBfr 


Sunday, April 30th, 1961 - WEBgTER’S FALLS 

• ’ , . • • • . 

• •. 4 * * \ . • • 

Now all life has awakened! Come with Dr.-Doug. Davies and be exposed to the 
fascination of the life that exists in the pond and under the rock or fallen tree. 
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Meel at the ieachers' College, parking lot. From there we'll go out to Webster's 
Falls. Bring your lunch l 


YOUR SIGNPOST: 


Time: 9«00 A. M. 

Place: Teachers' College (Parking lot) 
. .Leader;.;.Dr. Douglas Davies. 
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, LONG' POINT; BUS TRIP ' 

MAY 13.th. 1961-at'7:45 A. M .-‘ 
BUS TERMINAL IN HAMILTON 
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s/ 

7s" 


\/ 
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Leaders: BIRDS - Miss Lydia'Hamilton, ..fresh from. a. winter ,: s. 

birding in Florida.■ 


r :: 


’ 1 k * 


* s < 


\# 

✓c 


/V, 

w ,v James .Dowally- who knows’ where the birds a**e«-x-; 

* • : • X ':'*•* r • . • * • • * 

♦ • » .' • * * 4 ^ ,|i • ’ • • • • ■ • V* • • . • * • * * * \/ % 


.PLANTS w ; Miss' Eunice' 'Smillie,- who will show ; ybu the 

plants of this area. 


* «. 
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Two lunches .are .needed^j Goffee will be served at the evening 
meal.' The. weather, may be:-cool,—warm clothes may be needed. 

Tickets will be available at the MARCH MEETING and the APRIL 
MEETING. You may send a cheque to Mrs. George North. 249 Char-* # 
1 ton Street, West and your .tickets will bab sent promptly.;-.-,... 

Price. :.. $2.75 : pep-.person., •• , ;• ■/:> . ■; 

Organizer : Mrs. George NorthijA:.- 2-6082). V> 
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and know you know; 


The Little Brown Bat, Myotls-lucifugus weighs-about as"' 
much as a nickel. True fertilisation is thought to be delayed 

by a plug-which prevents-' conception until the spring. 

• ; ..\ . • •• • • • ' 

The Raccoon ( Procyon lotor ) hibernates partially, singly 
ox in groups, coming out on mild days* Mating occurs in late 

January or early February. The gestation period is about 
sixty-three days. 
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VICTORIA WEEKEND OUTING 


. FRIDAY EVENING, MAY 19, 1961 TO 

MONDAY NOON, MAY 22, 1961 . . 

AT- RYERSON BEACH CAMP, near NORMANDALE, ONTARIO 
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Campers will sleep in Bungalows accommodating 25 persons at a * 
cost of f>2Q*00 per person for the weekend - campers to supply * 
their own Redding and equipment. Daily hikes from 9 - 5 and 
evening programmes in the Commissary, Limit the number of 
campers is 70, Complete bulletin will be mailed out early in * 
March, including application blank. 


• :■ ... .., . . Details from 

• *, • » • . t 

f 

• . ♦ * • • • .: ,T * . ‘ /*’• i*• 

• • * • • * • ‘ • .* • . • * J . i : 

Mrs, W, Robe-rt, jShiyas , . 

Director - Hamilton Naturalists’ Club» 
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18 Rowanwood Avenue',* 
Dun das, Ont a riq , 1,7 .* 
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;APRIL MONTHLY MEETING 


♦*.» { M 
• ✓ L • 


MONDAY, APRIL 10th, 1961,. at 8:00 P„ M . 
MRS,_J. F A R L A■ M : o f D U N D A-S 


( 

J 


Mrs. Farlam writes (in " THE WOOD DUCK ") and speaks in 
defense of the reptile. Other members of our Club, like 
Mr. Rae Lowes and Mr, Bill Tilbury, are of the same persuasion. 
In November, the Junior Club had the privilege of hearing 
Mrs. Farlam extol the interest and reward to be derived from 
the cafd and rearing of snakes in captivity. As we said at that 
tirfte, --"Mrs. Farlam's .experiences-in- keeping snakes as pets are. 
little short of spectacular! Don't miss this'exciting meeting! 


i I • t « • 


YOUR SIGNPOST: 
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• Lecture Hall, Hamilton Public 
Library, 

55 Main Street, West, Hamilton 
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JUNIOR CLUB N E W S 


EXECUTIVE 

«—■■-* t f ir 

r 

Advisor J- 

■ President 

■ V ice -P re siden t~— - '••■••'■ 

■ Secretary 
Vice-Secretaiy 
Records Secretary 
•.Study Area Director 
•Phoning Committee 
•.Representatives (for 
-those under 14 years) 


. i » . 


Dr. Douglas Davies 
Ralph Idema 
; Marina Idema 
Nan Coolsma 
Carole Chanter 
Michael Ardeline 
Alfred Senior 
Gordon Commodore 
Sylvia Idema 
Charles Hogg 


/ 


J 


JA. 9-5130 
•FU; 3-6411 
FU. 3-6411 
JA, 9-6290 
; -MA, : :8-6227 f -' 
LI, i9-8Al9 : ' C! 
• LI. 9-3977 ' 
JA , :7-6213 ' 

■ FU, 5-.3-6411 
- . - FU, 3-2947 


OUR ENTERTAINMENT FQR THE SENIOR CLUB 


although S^t0H°rr°»aS » fhf ^ 

Meeting of the senin-p nnK • • surongost» f This was seen at the January 

and paintligs-for’a-'display, " Two^members !ll brought°'hinera!Lslt'^ever^^co? Sf s * te ^’ c ^ les 

£&..»-» SS SS£ (1 

from the back o.f a chair to the floJAn fright" ^Th/n Hed '' ta - aed Hawk f lew 
insects, birds (.-wings,-, animal-stamps" Pnd' nA+V ’---TJvpre. ...were -also-collections of 

the painting of bears by Fred Selman Ol.hrlf J’ oot8 * Especially interesting was 

birds and other animals. ° r "***• also are talented in drawing 

* * * " • 

* • » j • •» # • . • ' ; M 

tained n bS4jrab4wuS^ were enter- 

(T-.ach year the Hamilton Naturalists' Clnh n ,1 n '^' e and ab Nature Camps, 
to worthy Junior Club member?™ that tw me “ bar f a wd two to four, scholarships 

Weekend Gamp,) We were told of the Wke7t!?ThfT n ? ^ h ®: A " nUal Victoria Day 
and plans' for understanding the lants Tnd V Ju “ 10r A 11 *' 1 5 Exploration Area 

evening 1 s' fun, a panel of Lior^^S Wswf" ?° r ° md °^he 

audience.Eveiyone Iiad a good time. ^ ° n sta ge answered questions .front the 


• lit 


I.' * 






* «^nd now you know. 


bom in 

year bet^en th^mmt^f^HH^d J'priir firSt litter ot - th ® 
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• WINTER' AUTO HIKE 

V t v- 

: . . \ ' ■ . . 

'By Qoug grown 

• We met at the comer of King Street and University Avenge on January 29th, 
at 9.00 A. M, for a hike that was originally planned to be to Sulphur Springs. 
However, Mr, Powell could not come because of illness and Mrs* Joan Allingham 
"took.the reins". This cavalcade of ten people in three cars headed directly 
towards Lime Ridge : Road under the suggestion of John Miles. Here we saw hawks 
and owls in great numbers, but I, myself, being too busy collecting owl pellets, 
took no notice to count the kinds or-numbers. We drove'onward to the small pine 
forest near Albion Falls-where I-saw Long-eared Qwls in great numbers. While 
hunting for more owl pellets (j secured about eleven.that day) I observed a 
particular ly interesting track where an owl landed quit© near a mouse track,. 

The mouse tracks ended so 1 presume, but I do not know, that the owl had gained 
his dinner. There were also other tracks of animals and birds of lesser interest. 
We continued the last lap in our half-day hike on the shore of the lake where 
John.Miles was busy with his lenses, • 

We broke up and hurried home to fill our empty (at least, mine was) stomachsi 

**•4 V * * » 

■ 488 * 488 * 4 * 48 * 


LAKE ERIE CAMPING' TRIP 

By Bill Tilbury 

( ' ‘ • k * 

4 • r • 

On July 18th, I960, three of us, Gerry Baker, Kirk gavanagh and myself set 
out for Lake Erie near Evans' Point on our bicycles after sending some of our 
equipment ahead,, We left at six o'clock, carrying with us some food, gamp kits 
and. water on what promised to be a fine summer day. After riding through some 
beautifui gountiy we arrived at the lake about three o'clock. We had walked 
Jhe last t w0 or three miles after the pedal on Kirk's bike broke off, 

, ■ After setting out our equipment and pitching gamp, we explored our chosen 
gamping grounds. The beach was sandy although the,water was rocky and shallow. 
The countryside had grassy hills with clump? of scrut>-and small woodlots and 

farther down -the road, -a small marsh with a stream running into it. • • 

' * » . 

We finally got our camp solidly se^tied* -laid in a bit more food and started 
to make the acquaintance of some of.the neighbourhood peopleo We got to know two 

^-Qhaal and Paul whom I shall mention later# They ran a bait business* 
selling small fish which they caught in their minnow trap© 

. ^ • 0 

Early next morning, Geriyand X set out to the nearest pump to get our day's 
water supply. (it was three miles to the nearest pump). After breakfast (Kirk 
was cook,—that was badl It would have been worse, if I were cook. And it would 
have been terrible, if Geriy was cookl) we went swimming. On the way back in 
(.we had to go about 300 yards out), I cut my leg open on a rock, Michael, Paul 
Gerry and I went down to the marsh. We spent about an hour wading around looking 
:cor ducks and other marsh life. When we came out, I had a leech on my leg near 
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the cut. We had oo salt the leech ( a clepsene leech) off. They seem to be 
impossible to pull off. Meanwhile, Kirk had set out for the nearest town on 
Gerry s_bike to procure a new pedal for his bike. Before he had gotten a mile 
ohe chain snapped and he had to return. This left me alone to get the water' 

supply. Michael and .1. went for hikes over the countryside that day and all five 
ol us did a bit of rowing out on the lake. 


I noted something very odd a’/nit our sleeping habits the second night, during 

which it rained by the way. Apparently, the three of us creep around while we are 

sleeping. We started the night with Kirk on the left side, looking into the tent. 

me ao the back and Gerry, on the right side. We were all sleeping in bags with 

pillows and extra blankets. However, when we awakened in the morning,—Kirk was 

at the back of the tent, I was on the right side and Gerry was in front of the 

door, each of us complete with bags, blankets, etc. We still can't figure out 
how this happened. 


After breakfast, we went for another swim but this time we took the boat out 
o eeper water, Mike and .1! went for another hike in the woods. We saw several 
interesting birds (l shall mention the birds of the trip later). Gerry and Kirk 

° r M th n ? e K reS Vi 0WI ^ fP in i- this tjjMe ^ foot. They made it and phoned 
Hamilton. Ify Dad brought out the replacement parts, when he came to pick up the 

eavier equipment. Paul and I went fishing in the marsh that afternoon. Although 
several people told us that there were no fish in the marsh, we caught several * 

half) 80t blt6S fr ° m SUnfish and a bite from a suspected pike (bit a frog in 

v. a Thab .? igbt we had a weiner roast on the beach and walked up and down country 
B?ue S H^ ab0Ut tW ° °' Cl0Ck the m0rning " ^ on the b <A we saw Gr^t 
late that night^ ^ J& r °° St the r ° CkS &nd We WOuld hear them cr °aking until 

on a 2 f ?f h< T* ° n the Way We found a Blue-winged Teal sitting 

cantoJp Chas ^ g f ut of the p° nd and through a field, we managed to 

pture iu. However, it scratched Gerry's arm and when he dropped it, it took to 

uhe air. In the pond there were hundreds of tiny bullheads. Gerry caught sever- 

° r - 1 ! aqUar f; m at horne ’ A - rter several flat tires and other mishaps, 
we finally arrived home tired but happy f ^ } 

_ w of° me °^ th ! bdrd hi e hl fg hts of the trip were: the Lark Sparrow, which I 

breasted Chat.^Mi W £j‘ 1 ° 'i g0lj ? g f ° r Water ° n the third da &> the Yellow- 

brought a dead one Mto camp,-it was easy to identify; a 

^rsh Wren aeen by Michael and me, while we were wading around in 

Ufl . cUld an Upland plover , which was perching on a fence-post. All three of 

us saw this on our way home., 


1 . aJtl Planning to go there again' this coming summer, if I get the chance. 

ror a longer trip, l'he country was pleasant, there were birds, reptiles and 
amphibians and relaxation: 3 ^ 


—and 


•SBHi• -iHHi- 
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FUTURE JUNIOR CLUB EVENTS 

MEETINGS - Y.W.C.A. (Main Street just west of James Street). 

Saturday. March 11th, 1961 - 7.30 P. M.. Y.W.C.A., Rodm »E" . 

This is a general meeting. We may have a discussion group or possibly a 
movie or quiz. A member may speak of his pet or his collection (let Ralph know 
if you want to speak)]. 

Saturday. March 25th. 1961 - 7.30 P. M.. Y.W.C.A., Room "E" . 

We are lucky tonightl MR. R.D.F. BOURNE , an experienced naturalists and 
Scout leader will speak on " WOODCRAFT ". 

Members should bring friends interested in the out-of-doors to this special 
meeting. 

Saturday, April Gth, 1961 - 7.30 P. M t , Y.W.C.A., Room "E" . 

I . • . 

MR. ERIC BASTIN returns to tell the Juniors about another of his trips to 
observe nature's wonders. His illustrated talk is entitled " THE FLORIDA KEYS 
AND EVERGLADES ". 

Another meeting that you shouldn't missl 
HIKES " 

Sunday. March 19th. 1961 - 9.30 A.M. to A.00 P.M. - BRING LUNCH ] l 

Mr. GEORGE McBRIDE (NE, 4-1742) will lead a motor hike to Sulphur Springs 
and other spots. This may be your last chance to see certain winter birds. If: 
you wish to stay out after noon-hour,—bring a lunch, 

* 

Meet at King Street and University Avenue .. Wear waterproof footwear . Parents 
with cars welcome 1 . 

Saturday, April 1st, 196l - 9.00 A, M. ( all day ). , 

. .... -. : . ) . •• L • 

BOB CURRY (LI. 5-5557) will lead a walking hike through;, King 1 s Forest Park. 
Take a Delaware-Rosedale bus to the end of the line at the. water tower. Bring a 
lunch and wear waterproof footwear . There may be a few winter birds left (Horned 
Larks, Long-eared Owls) and the first of the spring migrants (Killdeer, Snipe and 
even hawks). 

-iHHf 


.. .and now you know. 

The Common Skunk, Mephitis mephitis . mates in the months of 
February and March when the family of the preceding year breaks 
up. The young are bom fifty-one days after mating. 




NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to-December*31? I960 - 278 
Number of species recorded to March 5? 19^1 - 105 


Common Loon 
Red-necked Grebe 

Eared Grebe 

* * * 

Doubl e-cr o Cormorant 
Great Blue Heron 
Mute Swan 


Whistlirig Swan 
Canada Goose 
Snow Goose 
Blue Goose 
Gadwall 
Pintail 

American Widgeon 

»*•> . • » • 


r* » 


Redhead 


l)Jan, 2 L 
■1)Jan. • 1' ft 
(l)Dec.26_ P 
l)Jan, 7 ft 
l)Dec. 5 L 
l)Jan. 9 h 
l)Nov.l8 ft 
l) Deo .26 '• 
ljJan. 2ft 
fl 5 )Peb .25 ft' 
(l5)Dec. 4 
(J) Nov. 27 L 
(l)Dec. 7 ! L 
(l)Jan,15 ft 
( 1 )Nov .19 l 
l)Feb. 19 ft- 

1)Nov.27 L 
(l)Jan.22 ft 
(l)Mar. 5 P 
(3JJan. I ft 
(l8)Peb.25 P 

l)Jan.J5 ft 

l)Feb.19 ft 
l)Jan, X ft 


Brant Inn 

Clarkson*Cement pier 
Burlington Beach pier 


11 


it 


it 


11 


Port Credit 

Port Credit 

Clarkson 

Appl eby‘ Line : •• 

Port .Credit 

Dundas Marsh - : - 

Troy ’ •** • 

Dundas Marsh 

Strathearne Dock 

Oakville 

Dundas Marsh 
• n • n * . * 


j •» 


• • ?•»••• 


II 


II 


Ring-necked Duck 
Canvasback 
Lesser Scaup 
White-winged Scoter £l)Jan. 7 A 
Surf Scoter • •Av( 1 )Dec♦ 31 L’ 
Ruddy Duck 
Hooded Merganser 
GoIshaWk*- : 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper 1 s Hawk 


‘■•Golden;Eagl e 7’k.. .7.’ 
Bald Eagle 

Pigeon Hawk 
Ruffed Grouse 
Gray Partridge;;...... 

,Kitogi Rail,*. v • 


. i 


American Woodcock 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Dunlin 

Parasitic Jaeger 
Glaucous Gull 
Iceland Gull 
Kumlien’s Gull-i 

• j 1 

Bonaparte’s Gull 
Barn Owl 


Port Credit 
Dundas Marsh 
Clarkson 
Dundas Marsh. 

Bronte 
Dundas Marsh 
Oakville 

Burlington Beach .pier 
Brant *lhh- — ‘ 
Burlington . . 

High Level Bridge' 

• . . . • , .V • 

Coldwat'er' Creek' 

Clarkson.* 

Oakville . . 

Oakvill e . P * .1* P-P • • — 

Mount Albion 

Clarkson 

Dundas 1 . Mar’sh • 

Bronte woods 

Limeridge Road 

Lorhe Pk..:Golf Club 
• 11 'n • <i\ * y ; j t ‘ 

LaSalle Park’ 

Longwood Road 
Horning Road 
Bull’s Point 
Longwood Road 
Port Credit 
Port Credit * 1 ' 

Van Wagner's Beach 
Re.nni.e Ave -Dump • 
Dundas Dump 


^ 2 ^ Dec 0 30 L 

(1) Jan. 1 . 5 . A 

1)Jane 15 £" 
l)Jan.« X 'A- 
l)Jan 0 8 A 
| ; 2 .)Nov c...:'6.iL 
1 )Dec 0 31 
l)Jan. 1 A 
l)Jan a 1 A 
l)Jan. 2 A 
[‘9JJah. 2-A 
1)Dec.26 

1) Jan. 1 A 
i )Dec.l8 L' 

2) Feb .25 A 
1)Mar o 5 A 

1) Nov.19 L 

2) Dec 0 3 L 

(2) Dec.21 L 
(l)Nov.l9 F 

l)Jan. 3 A 
l)Dec.22•F 
1) Jan . -1 ’ .A 

l)Dec6 L Port Credit' 
(i)Nov<>16 A Streetsville 


D.R. Gunn ? R. ,Perk$ ?/ ,Powel] 
Do Bissell^“Curry 9 ’Olmsted 
Go Wo. North ? R), MacLaren 
Go W.o. North 
Donald E." P.erks 
Ralph McCleary 

D. E. Perks. 

G.•V. Patrick' ' . 

Don Campbell. 

*Wm. F. Smith ..... 

Douglas Martin 
Go W. North et. al. 

R. G. C. MacLaren 
Go W. North 3 Curry 3 Miles 
Go, .Wo North . ....... ; . 

G;North 3 J. DoWalT~. 

Alf., Epp . 

Huber'Koorc"'I'. 

J, B. Miles .. . v 
Bissellj Curry 3 'Olmsted 
W.o. ;Fo Smijth 
J* Milesj Go North 
J. Dowallj G„ North 
Jo Miles 3 H. MacPher&on 

G. . W. North ... 

Go W; -Nort'h* ■ i - ; - 
Go Wo North; ., 7 ,• • < . 

Jo B <> Miles,^ Duck Census . 
R 0 ...K 0 Sargeant " 

Do' R 0 Gunnj' Do E c Perks 
Jo Dales 3 E«. Nasmith 

Harold MacPherson “ 

Gerry Bennett .... . 

H. Moore j G 0 North"et al.' 
Dr. Do Ro Gunn • 

Go Sc. Lo’ North 9 H. Williams 
Irwin W. Wright 
H.- MacPherson^ -j.. Miles' et 
Go Wo North , ’.7. * ... 

Wo Fo Smith 
Go Wo North 
G, Wo North 
Go Wo North 

Jean Blevins 3 L 0 McDougall 


• »*4 


• • • » 


Dave West 
Go W 0 North 

Ted Dinniwellj J 0 B„ Miles 
Dougo Smith 3 R 0 Curry et a] 
Do E 0 Perks 
Bruce & Muriel Matson 


al o 
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Barn Owl (l)Dec„26 

Great Horned Owl (N)Mar. 3 
Snowy Owl (4)Jan, 1 

Hawk-Owl (P Dec. 26 

Short-eared Owl (50)Dec„24 
Boreal Owl (l)Feb.l9 

(l)Feb.22 

Saw-whet Owl (l)Jan.14 

(7) Feb. 12 

Pileated Woodpecker' (l)Jan. 8 
Horned Lark ' ■ '■•(ipan.14 

" • ' ' ' (l5)Jan.28 

Red-breast.Nuthatch (l)Jan.12 
Carolina Wreri '• (-l)Jah<^8 

Long-b. Marsh Wren (l)Jan. 8' 
Catbird (l)Jan,15 

Brown Thrasher (l)Jan. 8 

Robin (l^Jan. 2 


Hermit Thrush 
Eastern Bluebird 


Bohemian Waxwing (l)Jan. 1 
Northern Shrike (l)Jan. 1 
Myrtle Warbler (l)Jan.?5 

Yellowthroat •' ■ (l)Jan. 1 

American Redstart (l)Dec. 4 
E. Meadowlark (l6)Jan. 2 

Red-winged Blackbird(6)Jan. 1 
’ ' • (12)Feb .25 

Rusty Blackbird (l)Jan. 1 
Common Crackle (l)Jan. 1 

Brown-headed Cowbird(2)Jan. 1 


(-1) Jairu- 8 
(l)Jan. 8 
(l)Jan,15 
(l)Jan. 8 
(l)Jan. 2 

(1) Feb.25 

f 1) Jan. 29; 

(2) jan, 8 
(l) Jan,12 
(l)Jan. 1 
(l)Jan. 1 
(l)Jan.25 
(l)Jan; 1 
(1)Dec. 4 

(l6)Jan. 2 


Evening Grosbeak 
Common Redpoll 


(1) Jan,-8 
(lO)Decoil 
(12’) Feb. 5 

(2) Jan. 2 
(20)Jan o 1 


Pine Siskin (2)Jan. 2 
Red Crossbill (20)Jan o 1 
White-winged Crossb,(2^Jan. 1 
Rufous-sided Towhee (l)Feb. 1 
Savannah Sparrow (l)Jan, 8 
Oregon Junco (2)Jan. «2 
Field Sparrow (l)Jan« 2 
White-crowned Sparr,(2)Jan, 1 


White-throated Sp 
Lapland Longspur 
Snow Bunting 


(2)Jan.l5 
(l)Jan* 7 
(50)Jan. >7 


L Mount Albion 
Hamilton Cemetery 
A E 0 end of Bay, etc 0 
A Ancaster Golf Club 
Upper Ottawa St, 

A Arboretum Nursery 
L " " " 

A Bronte woods 

Bundas Marsh 5 Ancaster 
A Bundas Marsh 
A Parkdale Ave, N. ' 
Streetsville 
A King’s Forest 
A-Indian'Point 
A Bundas Marsh 
A Port Credit 
A Oakville 
A Gage Park 
F Stoney Creek Pond 
A R;’;R 0 37 Milton 
A Bull's Point 
Mount Albion 
A Bronte 

j * c • 

A Ancaster LP 

A Lome Park 
A Bundas Marsh 
L Sulphur Springs Road 
A Table Kills 
A Lome Park 
F Stoney Creek Pond 
A Bundas Marsh 
A Lome Park 
A Lome Parkj Bronte 
A Ancaster 
F Binkley’s Hollow 
A Westdale Park 
A Sulphur Springs 
A Lome Park 
A " " 

A Mountwood Ave, 

A Aldershot 
A Ancaster 
A Port Credit 
A Ancaster 
A Hopkins Creek 
A Bundas Marsh 
A i -.' 1 * " 


Robert Curry, Ray Lowes 
William F, Smith 
MacPherson, Moore et al. 

R 0 A a PI, Westmore 
.Jo Bo Miles, Wo F 0 Smith 
Wo Smith, J.Miles 9 Wo Tilbury 
A 0 F c Coventry, B 0 Campbell 
George & Laurel North 
JoMiles-j - Go North 9 et al, 

* Jo Miles 9 G. North 
Ho Moore ? North, et al. 

Mrso J. Bailey 
Harold’MacPherson 
J, Miles 9 Go North 

.11 11 n 

Kay Jackson 
J, Bales v E 0 : Nasmith 
.J, Bo Miles 
Robert Curry 
Huber Moore 
Wm. F. Smith 
Ho MacPherson 
J. Miles ? H. Moore et al. 

Ro- Curry.; R„ Westmore 
Mrs, R. Cudmore 
Ho Moore 9 G, North; et al. 
.Art F. Strauch 
R. Curry 9 '• J, Bo Miles 
Bissell, Curry, Olmsted 
R. Carry 

MacPherson; Moore 5 et al. 

B 0 Bissell 9 . Curry 9 Olmsted 
Curry; North 9 et al. 

Mo Webb-Smith 4 * 

Ro K, Sargeant, R, Idema 
W„ F, -Smith . • • 

G. W, Norths 

H c MacPherson;‘Ho Moore et al 
M . n 9 B. Strickland 
Bonald Campbell 
Jo B 0 Miles; G, W. North 
Ro Curry 9 R, Westmore 
Lucie McBougall. 

R. Ao H. Westmore 

Boug. Smith; Curry, Campbell 

G; W; North 


Other commoner species reported on January 1 , I 96 I 9 are as follows^ Horned Grebe; 
Mallard; Black Buck; Green-winged Teal; Greater Scaup, Common Goldeneye; Buffi e- 
head; Oldsquaw, Common Merganser; Red-breasted Merganser.; Red-tailed Hawk; Rough¬ 
legged Hawk; Marsh Hawk; Sparrow Hawk; Ring-necked Pheasant; Glaucous Gull; Great 
Black-backed Gull; Herring Gull; Ring-billed Gull; Mourning Bove; Great Horned 
Owl; Long-eared Owl, Short-eared Owl; Belted Kingfisher; Yellow-shafted Flicker; 
Hairy Woodpecker, Bowny Woodpecker; Blue Jay, Common Crow ? Black-capped Chickadee; 
White-breasted Nuthatch; Brown Creeper, Winter Wren, Golden—crowned Kinglet; Cedar 
Waxwing; Starling; House Sparrow, Cardinal, Purple Finch, Am, Goldfinch, Slate- 
colored Junco, Tree Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow and Song Sparrow, 
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THE WOOD DUCK 


" THE WOOD DUCK " is published monthly, September to May, by the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club. Its purpose is to aid in the study, appreciation 
and conservation of our native and beautiful heritage. Members are 
urged to share their nature experiences and are requested to send their 
contributions to the Editorial Committee by the 10th of the month, to 
appear in the following issue. Material may be reprinted without 
special permission, if credit lines are given. 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

Mrs, Leslie A. Prince 
Mrs. John Lamoureux 
Mr. Robert Bateman 


330 Lodor St. Ancaster 
Box 399, Hamilton 
C/o Nelson High School 
4181 New St. Burlington 


MI. 8-4935 
JA. 9-5928 
■NE. 4-5523 
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Noteworthy Bird Records 
Mr. George North 


Field Events Section 


Mr. Albert I. Gorman 


Programme Section 


Mrs. J. MacCormack 


Junior Club Section 


Dr. Douglas M. Davies 

» 

Duplicator 


Mr. Albert -1, Gorman 


Circulation 


249 Charlton Ave.W.Hamilton JA. 2-6082 


81 Arkell Ave. Hamilton JA. 7-0312 


585 Main St.E. Hamilton JA. 2-5887 


•11 Dromore Cres. Hamilton JA. 9-5130 


81 Arkell Ave. Hamilton JA. 7-0312 


Mr.. & Mrs. C. L. Powell 
Miss Hazel Broker 
Miss Blossom Patton 


142 Pearl St.S, Hamilton JA. 9-6857 
52 Paisley St.S. Hamilton JA. 7-0333 
30 Fairholt St.S. Hamilton LI. 5-2419 


Subscription is available upon affiliation with Hamilton Naturalists' 

Club. 
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